
 

 
Nishuane School grows creative and engaged leaders who value friendship, fairness and fun through academic 

exploration, healthy relationships, and exposure to the arts to thrive in a diverse and global community. 
  

 

 

MINUTES 
Nishuane School  
February 13, 2020 
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
School Action Team Meeting 
 
Goals: 

● Nourishing Minds with High Expectations and Achievement for All 
● Nurturing Hearts with Effective Communication, Engagement and Involvement of Students and Families 

 
Nishuane School… Nurturing Minds while Nourishing Hearts 
 

 
I. Welcome: Mr. Robert Hastings and Ms. Mendi Obadike 
 
II. Updates from our Sub-Committees: 

A.) Pennies for Pages Committee: Mr. Robert Hastings 
- Nishuane literacy fundraiser - through reading books students raise money for the Montclair 

Public Library 
- Students put pennies in jars in their classrooms for all the books / chapters they read. 
- Pennies for Pages starts on February 24 this year - the start coincides with Dr. Seuss’ birthday 
- There is a week of Dr. Seuss-themed days to get kids excited about Pennies for Pages: Days 

include things such as Wacky Wednesday (mismatched clothes), favorite Dr. Seuss character 
day, etc.  

- There will be an assembly on February 26 to get the whole school excited about Pennies for 
Pages.  Someone will come dressed up in a Cat the Hat costume. 

- There is a book swap in March.  Children bring books from home to donate.  Books are 
displayed.  Children who donate books take home new books.  If a kid donates one book, 
he/she gets to take one book.  If a kid donates two books, he/she gets to take two books. etc.  

- There is also a women’s history reading event in March, in which classes partner with each 
other for a read-in.   

- In April, there is a pirate-themed literacy night that is for parents and students to participate in 
together.  

- Pennies for Pages ends May 15. 
- There is an ending celebration with a donation made to the Montclair Public Library. 
- Last year (2018 - 2019), the school donated $570 to the Montclair Public Library. 

 
B.) Health and Wellness Committee: Ms. Alison Tribus 
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- Getting ready for March 7 health and Health and Wellness Fair 
- A sign-up genius will go out soon 
- All new vendors are coming this year because no one from the past was available 
- There have been monthly hikes for the committee, including one Saturday, February 15, 

2020. 
C.) Cultural Infusion Committee: Ms. Tinu Joseph 

- Discussion of a SATp/MFEE/PTA workshop for families attended by 30- 40 people (max 
allowed) discussing race (30 - 40 was the max).   

- A follow-up survey of this event was only answered by 4 people  
- There is a desire to have a part two of this workshop  
- This workshop was funded by the MFEE through a grant 
- Discussion of having a Nishuane watch party of the documentary “America and Me.”   
- There is also a desire to revamp the culturally-relevant book loan that was run by Ms. 

Mussa for first-grade students last year.  Students were able to read and respond to 
culturally-relevant books. 

- Themes for weekly school announcements discussed  
- For June, Caribbean Heritage Month celebrations - this is the third time we are doing this, 

the desire is to incorporate more interactive activities 
- Next fall, the Red Hawk Nation event is coming back 

D.) Information Station Committee: Ms. Catrin Einhorn 
- Discussion of survey results 

- Macro vs. micro communication - macro being about school-wide matters, micro 
being about child-specific matters 

- Dr. McLaughlin in coordination with families has revamped Nishuane News format to 
make it more streamlined 

 
III. Good of the Order 

- Discussion of next parent palooza - perhaps a summer slide event like in years past 
 

IV. Continue work in sub-committees 
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V. Topics of Discussion  

 
Directions: Please write a topic that you would like to discuss in the table below. Please place your topic in the 

appropriate column. 
 
Topics that are necessary 
to discuss tonight 

Topics that I’d like to 
discuss tonight if time 
allows 

Topics that I’d like to 
discuss at our next School 
Action Team meeting 

1. 1.  1.  

2. 2. 2. 

3. 3. 3. 

4. 4. 4. 

5. 5. 5. 
 


